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Special Education 
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Federal Law = Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act 

State Law = Mass Gen Law ch. 71B 



Right to Special Education 

Student 
has a 

disability 

Failure 
to make 
progress 

Disability 
causes 
lack of 

progress 

Student 
needs special 
education or 

related 
services 

1 2 3 4 
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What does an eligible student receive? 

Least Restrictive Environment 

Free Appropriate 
Public Education 

(FAPE) 

Eligible Child 

  

Related Services 

• Counseling 

• Behavior consult 

• OT 

• Transition 

• Transportation 

 

Specially-designed 
instruction 

• Reading program 

• Language-based 
instruction  

 

 

Accommodations 

• Preferential seating 

• Extra time on tests 

• Previewing 
material 

• Sensory diet 

 

 

  

Placements  

• Substantially 
separate classroom  

• Day school 

• Residential school 
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Special Education Timeline 

5 school days 

IEP Team Meeting 

10 school days 

Independent 
Evaluation 

Referral for Evaluation 

School Sends Consent Form 

Parent Returns Consent Form 

School Completes Evaluations 

School Provides Copies of 
Evaluations (2 days before mtg) 

IEP Team Meeting 

School Provides 2 Copies of IEP 

Parent responds to proposed IEP 
Annual IEP Review 

& Reevaluation 

30 school days 

45 
school 
days 

1 – 3 school years 
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